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' The seven-headed beast from the sea which derives its power from the dragon is an apparent allusion to the imagery of Lotan
or Leviathan, the seven-headed sea-serpent in myth and the Old Testament.

The seven heads of the beast are said to represent seven Roman emperors. Five of them are said to be fallen. They are
Augustus, Tiberius, Caligula, Claudius, and Nero. The year of Nero's death is 68. The text goes on to say "One is", namely,
Vespasian (70-79). He is the sixth emperor. The seventh "is not yet come. But when he comes his reign will be short." Titus is
meant, who reigned but two years (79-81). The eighth emperor is Domitian (81-96); he is identified with the beast. He is
described as the one that "was and is not and shall come up out of the bottomless pit" (xvii, 8). In verse 11 it is added: "And
the beast which was and is not: the same also is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into destruction."

All this sounds like oracular language. But the clue to its solution is furnished by a popular belief largely spread at the time.
The death of Nero had been witnessed by few. Chiefly in the East, a notion had taken hold of the mind of the people that Nero
was still alive. Gentiles, Jews, and Christians were under the illusion that he was hiding himself, and as was commonly
thought, he had gone over to the Parthians, the most troublesome foes of the empire. From there they expected him to return at
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the head of a mighty army to avenge himself on his enemies. The existence of a belief in a Nero redivivus is attested by
Tacitus and Dio Chrysostom.

Many contemporaries of the author of this book believed Nero to be alive and expected his return. The author either shared
their belief or utilized it for his own purpose. Nero had made a name for himself by his cruelty and licentiousness. The
Christians in particular had reason to dread him. Under him the first persecution took place. The second occurred under
Domitian. But unlike the previous one, it was not confined to Italy, but spread throughout the provinces. Many Christians
were put to death, many were banished (Eusebius, Hist. Eccl., 111, 17-19). In this way the book of Revelation seems to regard
Domitian as a second Nero, "Nero redivivus”. Hence it describes him as "the one that was, that is not, and that is to return™.
Hence also he counts him as the eighth and at the same time makes him one of the preceding seven, the fifth, Nero.

Note that pagan authors called Domitian a second Nero (calvus Nero, Juvenal. 1V, 38). The popular belief concerning Nero's
death and return seems to be referred to also in the passage (xiii, 3): "And | saw one of its heads as it were slain to death: and
its death's wound was healed."”

The seven heads might also refer to the Seven Hills of Rome.
Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chronology of Revelation

i 5115+ Palistrophic Structure of the Flood Narrative
Wenham (1978) discerns a palistrophic, or recursive, structure within the flood narrative. He argues that the narrative gives

evidence for an overall design.

A Noah (vi 10a)

-B Shem, Ham and Japheth (10b)

--C Ark to be built (14-16)

---D Flood announced (17)

----E Covenant with Noah (18-20)

----- F Food in the ark (21)

—————— G Command to enter ark (vii 1-3)

------- H 7 days waiting for flood (4-5)

———————— | 7 days waiting for flood (7-10)

--------- J Entry to ark (11-15)

—————————— K Yahweh shuts Noah in (16)

-------- L 40 days flood (17a)

————————— M Waters increase (17b-18)

—————————— N Mountains covered (19-20)

---O 150 days waters prevail ((21)-24)
----P GOD REMEMBERS NOAH (viii 1)
- ---O' 150 days waters abate (3)
—————————— N' Mountain tops visible (4-5)
--------- M' Waters abate (5)
———————— L' 40 days (end of) (6a)
------- K' Noah opens window of ark (6b)
————————— J' Raven and dove leave ark (7-9)
-------- I' 7 days waiting for waters to subside (10-11)
——————— H' 7 days waiting for waters to subside (12-13)
—————— G' Command to leave ark (15-17(22))
————— F' Food outside ark (ix 1-4)
----E' Covenant with all flesh (8-10)
---D' No flood in future (11-17)
--C' Ark (18a)
-B' Shem, Ham and Japheth (18b)
A' Noah (19)




