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Documentary Hypothesis

o History
= Clement of Rome objected to some of the stories in the Torah, such as the story of Noah's
drunkenness, and claimed that another person had written such stories
= |bn Ezra (1089-1164) believed the Torah contained material that had originated in a variety of times
but had been pulled together at a later date
= John Calvin, Baruch Spinoza, and others believed that various traditions which sometimes
contradicted one another were obvious in the Torah
= H. B. Witterin 1711 and Jean Astruc in 1753 put forward evidence to support the conclusions of
earlier scholars using Gen. 1 and 2-3 which had different styles and used different names for God
= Julius Wellhausen
=  Gathered the work of those who had gone before him and presented it in a coherent whole
=  Four documents and relative dates of composition
= J-Yahwist (850 B.C.E.)
= E - Elohist (ca. 700 B.C.E.)
= D - Deuteronomist (ca. 623 B.C.E.)
= P - Priestly (500-450 B.C.E.)

=  These four documents had gradually been merged to form the Torah
=  He believed it was fairly easy to divide the Torah into these four documents
=  Tradition history or tradition analysis
= There are not four documents but four streams of tradition
=  These tradition groups gathered accounts and traditions at certain times to encourage
Israel to repent and renew its commitment to God
=  The accounts used by the tradition groups came from many sources and collections
=  Thus many individuals were involved in the writing of the Torah
o The four documents
= Yahwist (J)
= Written during the "Solomonic Enlightenment" (ca. 950 B.C.E.)
= Under David and Solomon, the promises God made to Abraham (Gen. 12:1-3) had come
true
=  Would success cause the people to forget God?
=  The writer collected accounts and traditions to teach his nation not to be overcome by
success, wealth, and power but to avoid temptation and obey God
= The story of Adam and Eve is a perfect example (Gen. 2-3)
= Characteristics
=  Name used for God - "YHWH" (even before Exod. 3:14 when God gives His name
to Moses)
= Style - great storyteller, often speaks of God in anthropomorphic (human) terms
=  Theology - "Israel must be a blessing to the nations" (Gen. 12:1-3)
= Examples-Gen. 2, 3,4
= Elohist (E)
= Written in the north some time in 8" or 7" centuries B.C.E.
=  Some scholars believe it was never an independent document but rather a series of add-
ons to J - others believe E was a reworking of J to make J acceptable to Israel (the
northern kingdom)
=  Why is E a northern document?
= Uses terms favored in the North (e.g., Amorites instead of Canaanites, Horeb
instead of Sinai)
=  Plays down the role of Moses or leaders and stresses people
=  Pays more attention to Jacob (Israel) than Abraham
=  God is more distant and communicates with people through dreams and angels
= Emphasis on prophets (Gen. 20:7)
=  Even as the prophets called Israel back to obeying the unseen God who demanded their
exclusive worship, so did the Elohist document
= Characteristics
=  Name used for God - "Elohim" until Exod. 3:14 and then "YHWH"

A 1 3:41:49 PM 2008/1/4



HS

ST

]E I

—

P

Page 44

= Style - God speaks through dreams, angels, etc.; God instructs people by testing
them

=  Theology - "fear God" (e.g., Gen. 22:15, Exod. 1:17,21)

= Examples - Gen. 22, Exod. 20

Deuteronomist (D)

700 - 621 B.C.E.
Based on a legal tradition that flourished in the north until the Assyrians conquered Israel -
the tradition then moved to the south
Core of the tradition is Deut. 12-26, "the Book of the Law" found in the Temple during
Josiah's reform (perhaps)
The law was presented as a final speech by Moses before the people entered the
Promised Land
Intent was to bring people back to the law and to emphasize clearly the penalties for
disobeying God
Became the basis for the Deuteronomic History which encompasses Joshua, Judges,
Samuel, and Kings
Characteristics
=  Name used for God - "YHWH" since the document is basically Deuteronomy
which is after Exod. 3:14
= Style - uses distinctive phrases like "a mighty hand and a stretched out arm" and
"if you turn aside to walk after other gods and worship them;" emphasizes one
sanctuary, a pure cult, and that a decision is required foday
=  Theology - one people must serve one God, honor one law, and worship in one
temple
=  Examples - Book of Deuteronomy

Priestly Writer (P)

550-450 B.C.E.
Composed in Babylon or after the return from exile in Babylon
Effort was to preserve the traditions, fight Babylonian theology, rekindle hope among the
Jews, and encourage rebuilding
As an example, Gen. 1:1-2:4a gave hope that out of the chaos of exile God could create
order and purpose for His people and that through practices like keeping the Sabbath the
Jews could proclaim their faith - in the same way the stories of Noah and the exodus were
stories of new beginnings provided by God
Laws provided the way to recover their purity and create a structure for their lives
Characteristics
=  Name used for God - "Elohim" and "El Shaddai, (God Almighty)" before Exod.
3:14 and then "YHWH"
= Style - precise, formal; lists and genealogies; God is above all (transcendent)
= Theology - "be fruitful, multiply, fill the earth, subdue, have dominion" (Gen. 1:28)
= Examples-Gen. 1,5, 17

o  Criticism of the theory

Denies inspiration of the Hebrew Bible to many since the Hebrew Bible would be wrong concerning
authorship

Circular argument - certain vocabulary and traditions are typical of one document, thus when we find
that vocabulary and those traditions we have part of that document, which strengthens the claim that
the document exists

Difficult to separate the Torah into these four documents

No references to groups who collected and/or interpreted history

No external evidence for the documents

A 1 3:41:49 PM 2008/1/4



WIS — BT Page 45

1443 + it

B E

-y
L ™

s e g
T b

el L T T O

B 55 {H % =

“Then they shall know that | am the
Lomp, when | scatter them amang the
nationa and disparse them throughout
the countries."—E2ak, 12:15

B4 1 3:41:49 PM 2008/1/4



H, — R

[504 : A

i iUB‘th (EPIT

i)y

Sea of
GALILEE Chinneroih
i er boomut
gl'.."\l Frm

Gath Hepher
Hosea bom
in lsrani
Aillel Mehaolah l: hd
: 3 GILEAD
SAMARIA 55
= iRiver Jabboﬁr
brought up in Shiloh. A
'

L]
L z
Samuel barn ® L Mahum bom
in Ramah. ™ in Efkmsh.
Jerarmiah borm
im Anathath.

iver
R "f‘“non

I h, Ezakigl,
Danis], Jos MOAB

Daniel, Joal,
Zephaniah, Haggal,
| Zecharigh, Malachi

born in Jerusakarm.
"Aﬂ_,.

Page 46

B4 1 3:41:49 PM 2008/1/4



ﬂﬁfs%?; — EHRET Page 47

B4 1 3:41:49 PM 2008/1/4



ﬂﬂ?f%?} — EPET Page 48

L
il

\

> YA
1. Achtemeier, Elizabeth Rice: Nahum—~Malachi. Atlanta: John Knox Press, 1986 (Interpretation, a

Bible Commentary for Teaching and Preaching)

Armerding, C. E. “Habakkuk.” Vol. 7. In Expositor’s Bible Commentary.

3. Aron Pinker, Nineveh's Defensive Strategy and Nahum 2-3, Zeitschrift fiir die alttestamentliche

Wissenschatft, vol. 118, no. 4, pp. 618-625, 2006.

Cathcart, Kevin J., More Philological Studies in Nahum, JNSL 7 (1979)

David L. Petersen, The Prophetic Literature, (John Knox Press 2002).

6. Maier, Walter D., Nahum — Concordia Classic Commentary Series, (Concordia Publishing House:
St. Louis, 1959).

7. Longman, T. IIL., “Nahum.” in The Minor Prophets: An Exegetical and Expository Commentary.
Edited by T. E. McComiskey. Grand Rapids: Baker, 1993.

8. Richard D. Patterson, The Wycliffe Exegetical Commentary - Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, ed.
by Kenneth Barker, (Chicage: Moody Press, 1991).

9. Spronk, Klaas, Nahum, Historical Commentary on the Old Testament. Kampen: Kok Pharos,

1997.

—m|

N

vk

A 1 3:41:49 PM 2008/1/4



HIEH — SR Page 49

ﬂﬂﬁ%{% [ (BHS)Y %

PWPHRT DIM M DD M Rin

Nahu 1:1 (BHS)

RIT QIN 1PIID M Opd AN YY1 T 0pd MM Opd) Rip OR
IMAWN?

2

D02 M MRY K2 M1 M{TYTA(}3} TP OBR T8 MM
27217 PAR W) 27T 1w

3

927 M9 2721 W2 PonR 2T NINTITTRY nwan 02 Wwh
L2720

4

"WYY PAM 1B PINT XM 23RN NI AEn WY 0]
413

5

DX WRD 7190 NRAM BR 1IM2 0P M TP R Ny oY
9200 I8N

6

92 701 YT I8 03 Mvn? M 2

7

FUNTTY YW ARipn Ay 792 1Ay npwn

8

H1I8 DORYD DPDTND AY NI %2 MR PawnnTn

9

NP W2 Wpd 193K O'NIDD ONJ0II 0°D20 D0V D

10

D Y03 PY° AV MY 2WN RYY

11

TR N MIYY 72Y) W] D) 037 121 DORRYTDR 131 N 1D
ST

12

PRIX 7°090M1 72pYn 0D 2R 10V

13

M29m1 20D MR TR MMER T gnwn YINTND M oY M
D :Di%R 2 T3P DO

14

TV NP TN AT A DiPW wUnwn AR a0 oY A
:N70) 1‘73 '7:7*'7:1 T2{TAY {2} ~MwY T 70> N9 "3

2:1

TR MD YRR DR P30 777778 18R i8] 77970V poon 1YY
2

DA D'PP3 DPR3 "D PRIV 1IN 2P TINRITIR MT AW D
SNNY

3

11°371 DI"2 2277 NITPDURD D°YPNN MTIWIR DIRK W23 10

A 1 3:41:49 PM 2008/1/4



ﬂf‘?«%?} — ERRET Page 50

299177 03

4

0°P722 O7°992 IR N2 PPURDY 2277 1929NT NiXINa
1R

5

:3200 1271 ADRIN 0P {@N°°0{}3} ONID?I2 VWD 1IN AN
6

2901 9211 NP9 NI WY

7

1339790 nNDpnR 0O PP NMIATI NIRRT AN2YT AN?3 28
8

PR RY 1TAY TAY D°01 TR KXY R DATNI7I2D M

9

HT7R0 29D YO 732 A10R? %R TTRY 201 13 0D 1A

10

"197 DINRT223 A0901 00272 pRY oM 221 ApPAmY Apiam Apia
:TIIRD 8IP 09D

11

M2 DY NP MR 727 WK 0932 NI AP NIIR IR TR
MM TR TR

12

TDIVRY 1IN IR 1DRIYD P 1DINA 72 A0 TN
31270

13

270 PORM P°'DIY 7297 WY CPIYAT NIRIY I DR TR I
D 12289 2p T VRGN 7970 PIND RI9m

14

0 WY XD RYR PR WN2 A2 O°RT W

3:1

HTIPIR 712273 T 0I10) PIR WY PIp) viv Pip

2

T2 I8P TRY 2D 7291 D0 27 NI PR 20 2021 170n WD
o2 (YUY 1‘7103*

3

MNDWMI 7°13212 093 NI2AT DOWD N2Ya 7 N2 23T *111 20
dgalmil

4

092 "NRIT T2V T2 NP NINIY I ORY ORI
:721%p Nidonm 7vn

5

6

WPAR TR A T M M) ATIW MW AR 7T I MM
P72 DR0m

7

A 1 3:41:49 PM 2008/1/4



ﬂf‘?«%?} — ERRET Page 51

DM D DMTIWR A2 2°30 O°n ORI TAWRT TR RN 20N

ADRIN

8

NV PT 002D DID 3R TR DI XY WD
T . 2 . : Ll

9

NIXIN~22 WRID WD 17990 D3 2w 1290 1232 R0
:DPI PR 1Y 270 T 107207OMm

10

11

HIN DOV DN WINTON DD DY DIND TIWIROD

12

W TPON TIN WY MNDI MiND TARY J3WI 0OV TRy
T3

13

17290 PO TMND ORI LRI XD TIRIR PN ToOINY R 1
14

15

P YD PR DMWT "2293n 77207 Am

16

WY MR 013 NINT32 03N "33 30 7000) 13D TR

DR MPn I?'DJ_N"N; TN M

17
AR TR =iy a1y P JRY WD) PR NIY MWK '['?D TV M
18

TP "3 T2 2 WpD TRV DAY 93 N0 1M TIW? M TN
ST ANYY MYR?
19

A 1 3:41:49 PM 2008/1/4



