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This early and exceedingly rare marriage contract from the port city of Livorno is ornamented with a sumptuous array of decorative
elements. Above the text, a panoramic view of the walled city of Jerusalem is surrounded by six small medallions illustrating verses
from Psalm 128 traditionally sung at Italian weddings. Bordering the text are twenty-four elaborate vignettes. Twelve of these feature
emblems, each of which signifies one of the twelve tribes of Israel; each of these emblems is, in turn, coupled with a corresponding
zodiac sign. These begin directly above the first word of the text with Aries / Issachar and proceed counter-clockwise. The remaining
twelve scenes depict the four Aristotelian elements (Water, Earth, Wind and Fire), as well as the four seasons of the year and the four
senses (Taste, Sight, Smell and Hearing). Dr. Shalom Sabar has shown how this multifaceted imagery, incorporating the earliest
pairing in Jewish art of the emblems of the twelve tribes with the signs of the zodiac, demonstrates a highly sophisticated view of the
world as well as an in-depth knowledge of Jewish sources. This complex decorative program originated in Venice in the second half of
the seventeenth century and can be found on very few of the lavishly decorated ketubbot produced for wealthy Jewish families in the
Veneto region. The border design was created through the use of a copperplate engraving that was then richly colored in by hand.
Produced during the early period of decorated Italian ketubbot, this rare engraved border is extant in only fifteen copies. The first
example of this engraved border is found on a ketubbah inscribed in Mantua in 1663. Eleven other examples of this border were
employed for marriages that took place between the years 1663-1707; two further examples have had the original text panels removed
and a new Ketubbah text inserted (one in 1788 and the other in 1840) and the final known example was used to inscribe a celebratory
Hebrew poem presented to Dr. Isaac Luzzatto, a graduate from the medical school in Padua.

Source: Decorated Ketubbah, Livorno, 1698 - Ketubah - Wikipedia




PERL TAESL A BTE RS - BRAREB A 7% B (The Law of yichud®®) » iz

thx{x?]‘ii & - B RGPS B %\F*Et%'f’;ﬁ”dgﬁgﬁépf'%

BE - S5 R0 R fRNRRE E A 5 (Divoice)

(4) 434 % {7 (nissuin / chuppah = marriage)—& # 8 = (L7 3z Judges 14:12) » d * 74 7%

Roood kfsa- % o 4 {ﬁé#?’_ﬁ”r—g B0 B - $374 ¢ & A if 4 (chuppah - wedding canopy)

T GARRATEZ T 0 X fd LS RINIE F 3102 TRAEATIN 3T B0 X L K F as

B e RGP RET ARG A F 0 2 (85 EATA G AT 5 (Yichud) < ¥ 8-20 4 48 0 7

- EJE S A FRRL BF P d & RFEE (Y &3 Deuteronomy 22:15-17) % f PP B R AR 3 A

e P (% - = (7% ) e

RRYRA Y L F - R RS R ] F R AT T E A A - PCBED N RO 21
Ipe K“ Ko RER o T3RTI 7 g ikt 0 7 ERAIR(S3F E Psalms 45:14-15) 0 #

_+ ¢ ¥j(badeken) » & iE AT @ k yk o

4 % Offspring :
—he iR B BRI RS > R OTFT G A AR DT o d Awirdgd > L4 A&

F.

ik X A0 Samgp rﬂt“’uéﬂjf\t‘ BE e 2B ASIH T T o A 4o AR AR
Luke 1:30-35 ¢ % R # B flHenitiae » BHL (L E 2R AR F 2P @M G2 THF L

- BB RIEF S P o
- Fl o ’i«a‘{—ﬁ%ﬁwﬂ%\ﬁ PR R A I 2 T g o AR EAE Y ’ﬁisrizﬂéﬁéiﬂi.,ﬁ ¢
- BARFFEALT R o A b AR OREN I ST AR A AL F LT
(#c* 2 2z ¢ 1 Samuel I: 5 Poawh £ - £l 7 Genesisl6:1-2 P endy OfF ek FHCF) 0 w5
BoaLenf A A HEFEF 5 35T B RENGEfLEF > FIL I I P FEE 2
AiBERA RKiRoo@ 2 {ﬁimﬁ%ﬁmfgzﬂ o R AYE S R hp §E T2 32 ahkiEa
Cp - BRERIFR G SRR R X fgend 24 T*m— WA AGENR 2 F RN RREETE T
A AAR DT E o

LY
72

AN

m

' The laws of yichud (Hebrew: 71> 110°X issur yichud, prohibition of seclusion) » E_k >t £+ & 39 # 5 B 9 &{
3 2 2. 4 (The Biblical story about Joseph and Potiphar's wife is an example of the risks with y|chud ) Flt o
¥ ¢ 2 Deuteronomy 13:7 Tks\ Lo E G A A -

Reference: Yichud - Wikipedia

19 Yichud = Together

In Ashkenazi tradition, the bride traditionally walks around the groom three or seven times when she arrives at the
chuppah. This may derive from Jeremiah 31:22, "A woman shall surround a man". The three circuits may represent
the three virtues of marriage: righteousness, justice and loving kindness (see Hosea 2:19). Seven circuits derives
from the Biblical concept that seven denotes perfection or completeness.[14] This has also been linked to when
Joshua circled the walls of Jericho seven times and they were destroyed. Sephardic Jews do not perform this
ceremony.

Reference:

17 Mishna - Ketubot 2a:

.. Later, in Ketubot 7a, we learn in passing how virginity was tested. On the wedding night, groomsmen were
stationed outside the marital bedroom, and when the couple emerged they inspected the sheets for signs of blood,
which would ostensibly prove that the bride’s hymen had been broken during intercourse. This measure was not just
designed to test the bride’s chastity however; it was also meant to keep the groom honest. If for some reason he
wanted to revoke the marriage and tried to hide the bloody sheets, in order to falsely claim that his wife was not a
virgin, the groomsmen would prevent him from doing so.

Reference:
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'8 Levir (latin) - A husband's brother.



